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Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project

BENEFITS

Contra Costa Water District is working with the Bureau of Reclamation and a
coalition of 11 water agencies to study the Phase 2 expansion of Los Vaqueros
Reservoir near Brentwood. The proposed project could improve water supply
reliability for the environment and bring a new level of water supply reliability to the
Bay Area region for the next drought. Additionally, the project could provide those
it benefits with protections against uncertain water supply, climate and regulatory
conditions for future generations.

≤ 90%

For Contra Costa Water District
customers, an expansion with
partners means new revenue to
CCWD, preservation of existing
water quality and water supply
reliability benefits for CCWD
customers, and the possibility
of cost-effectively acquiring new
benefits for CCWD customers,
like increased water stored
for droughts and upgraded
infrastructure.

Let us know what you think!
Email us: lve@ccwater.com
Visit us: ccwater.com/lvstudies
Write us: 1331 Concord Avenue, Concord, CA 94520

In wet years, the project could
deliver an average of 40%, and up
to 90%, of enhancement flows for
San Joaquin Valley wildlife refuges

20%

In critically dry years, the project
alone could deliver 20% of what
the Bay Area needs for drought

An application is being
submitted for state funds that
would offset costs. The Draft
Supplement to the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Report is now available. You can read the Draft Supplement and add your comments
online at www.ccwater.com/lvstudies.

Reservoir Expansion

Objectives

Funding

• 275,000 acre ft. | Proposed Phase 2
Proposed project builds upon the
successful implementation of the
Phase 1 expansion

• Develop water supplies for
environmental water management

• Estimated project cost: $800 million
(2015 dollars)

• Increase municipal and industrial
water supply reliability

• 160,000 acre ft. | Phase 1, 2012
The dam was increased in height by
34 feet to a new height of 218 feet

• Improve the quality of water deliveries

• The Phase 2 Los Vaqueros Reservoir
Expansion Project can provide state
public benefits that could qualify for
Proposition 1 funding (approximately
$400 million)
• Remainder of project cost could be
covered by local agency partners and
federal funding (for wildlife refuge
benefits)

• 100,000 acre ft. | 1998
Los Vaqueros Dam was completed
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3. From the Transfer Facility, water can be
delivered directly to local agency partners
and wildlife refuges or pumped into an
expanded Los Vaqueros Reservoir for later
delivery.
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1. Water is pumped into the system from
existing Delta intakes.
2. Once in the system, water is sent to an
upgraded Transfer Facility pump station.
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Potential Local Agency Partners
Alameda County Water District
Bay Area Water Supply
and Conservation Agency
Byron Bethany Irrigation District
City of Brentwood
Contra Costa Water District
East Bay Municipal Utility District
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Schedule

• JULY 2017: Public meetings on Phase 2
East Contra Costa Irrigation District
Grassland Water District
Expansion
Santa Clara Valley Water District
• AUGUST 2017: California Water Commission
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
(CWC) Funding Application
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 		
• JUNE 2018: Preliminary CWC eligibility and
Authority
funding decisions
Zone 7 Water Agency
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Don’t Miss a Drop!

Want to find out about local water issues and
upcoming events? Like Contra Costa Water District
on Facebook and follow @CCWD on Twitter.

A publication of the Contra Costa Water District
1331 Concord Avenue, Concord, CA 94520 • www.ccwater.com

Your Water Quality Report is Now Online
We are pleased to present the 2016 Annual Water Quality Report that
shows the high quality of your drinking water. In 2016, the treated
drinking water delivered to homes and businesses by your water
provider was safe and healthy at all times. Every year, we provide a
summary report of the results of thousands of water quality tests we
conducted throughout the year so you can be assured of the quality
service provided. We encourage you to view this report at
www.ccwater.com/awqr. A printed copy can be provided upon
request. If you have any questions, call your water provider.

Rate Study for a Stable Future
Preparing for Future Droughts
Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project
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While we enjoyed record rainfall in California and Los Vaqueros
Reservoir now has more water than ever, we—along with many
other water managers in the state—remain focused on the
extensive drought we only just left behind. We do not know the
timing and severity of the next dry spell, but we do know it is
coming. Contra Costa Water District is ready for future shortages
and continues to invest in local drought preparedness for its
customers.
Meanwhile, the California Legislature is considering new statewide
regulations that could implement water-use limits on water
suppliers throughout the state, even in years when we’re not in
drought. We support efforts to encourage efficient water use, but
control in setting and implementing targets needs to remain within
local communities.
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Preparing for Future Droughts

Rate Study for a Stable Future
The drought showed us that the way Contra
Costa Water District charges for water service
needs to be revisited. We’re now working
to complete an in-depth study to determine
whether our cost allocation model still fits.
Our goal is to ensure costs are fairly and
appropriately allocated to all water users—
large and small.
To find out more about the rate structure
study or to let us know what you think, visit
www.ccwater.com/902.

Contra Costa Water District continues to improve drought
resiliency for the communities it serves. Local investments in
Los Vaqueros Reservoir, recycled water projects and regional
partnerships bolster our ability to develop water supplies when
they are needed. Additionally, Contra Costa Water District is
committed to helping its customers use water efficiently through a
host of conservation services, upgrading aging infrastructure and
making seismic improvements to our facilities.
Thanks to these efforts, and your commitment to protecting this
vital resource, water users in Central and Eastern Contra Costa
County will be in an enviable position when the next drought
comes along.
Contra Costa Water District offers a wealth of free conservation
services, including in-home water audits.
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