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Los Vaqueros: Water Commission Considers Phase 2 Expansion
Storing water is as important as ever today. Expanding our ability to store water must be a central part of the state’s future
water supply conversation. We experienced the significance of storage in the last drought where our expanded Los Vaqueros
Reservoir proved immensely important. In August, we submitted a state funding application for the next expansion of Los
Vaqueros Reservoir. We expect the state to unveil its initial funding decisions by the middle of this year.
Los Vaqueros is an off-stream reservoir. That means the water
it holds is not collected by damming a river or stream. Instead,
all of its water is pumped in from the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. At its current height, the reservoir can hold 160,000 acre
feet—that’s about 52 billion gallons of water. Today, 14 agencies
are interested in joining Contra Costa Water District in expanding
Los Vaqueros Reservoir to a new capacity of 275,000 acre feet
and building new pipes and pumps to move the water to where it
would need to go.
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Our customers funded the existing Los Vaqueros Project
facilities. Partner agencies would pay the District their share
for the existing facilities. This recoupment is new revenue that
would compensate for the risks and help defray system costs
that would otherwise be covered by water rates. In addition,
partner agencies would pay their share of proposed facilities
under the expansion project. You can read more about the Los
Vaqueros Expansion Project at www.ccwater.com/lvstudies.
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Potential Partners
1

Contra Costa Water District

2

City of Brentwood

3

East Contra Costa Irrigation District
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Byron Bethany Irrigation District
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East Bay Municipal Utility District
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San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission

7

Zone 7 Water Agency
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Bay Area Water Supply and
Conservation Agency

9

Alameda County Water District

To protect our customers, the reservoir expansion project must:
• Adhere to the commitment of “beneficiaries pay”
• Ensure continued ownership and control over the reservoir and
watershed by the District only
• Reimburse for the past financial investment of
District customers
• Not increase water rates for District customers
• Not diminish—and, instead, possibly improve—drought
supplies and water quality for District customers
• Not export water to Southern California or to the twin tunnels
• Provide long-term environmental benefits to the
Delta ecosystem
• Enhance terrestrial habitat and recreational opportunities
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Why expand Los Vaqueros Reservoir?
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Expanding Los Vaqueros with state involvement is a unique
opportunity and one that represents a positive step forward
toward greater water reliability for the entire Bay Area region.
Expanding the reservoir means expanding the reach of the
facility to the entire Bay Area. Water agencies around the region
need greater reliability. Storage in Los Vaqueros represents a
possible pathway to achievement of that need. That decision is
theirs to make. Expanding Los Vaqueros offers the ability to help
them meet that need while also realizing new benefits for our
customers. Each of the agencies benefiting from the expansion
would fund the project and their share of operating costs. There
are risks, but we will structure the project to avoid new burdens
on Contra Costa Water District customers.
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10 Santa Clara Valley Water District
11 Del Puerto Water District
12 Grassland Water District
13 San Luis Water District
14 San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water District
15 Westlands Water District

Investing in Our System
Regular maintenance and system upgrades keep safe, clean
water flowing from your tap every minute of every day.
Whether your water payment goes to Contra Costa Water
District or one of our retail partners, those dollars ensure a
well-maintained and efficient water system.
Capital improvement projects are competitively bid to ensure
we get the best value from every dollar spent. Preventive
maintenance is effective in avoiding major system failures
and extended water outages. We forecast expenses
and revenues 10 years into the future to ensure timely
improvements in a cost-effective manner.

Some of the investments we’re currently making are:
• In Oakley, we’re set to replace approximately 5,500 feet of
unlined Contra Costa Canal with a 10-foot concrete pipe.
This will prevent degradation of your water quality and will
protect public safety and security.
• In Oakley and in Antioch, we’ll replace electrical
substations that have reached the end of their useful life.
These upgrades will maintain our Rock Slough Intake as a
reliable source of water.
• In north Concord, we’re refurbishing the five-mile Shortcut
Pipeline. These significant improvements guarantee reliable
water for industrial customers and the City of Martinez.
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Water-Wise Garden Workshops
Have you been thinking about converting your lawn to
a water-wise garden? This spring, we’re hosting several
inspiring and informative workshops for homeowners who
are interested in reimagining their front yards. Participants
will learn about resources and rebates to help them make
the switch. The next workshops are Friday, March 2 and
Friday, April 13. Visit www.ccwater.com/conserve to
register online.
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Students Learn About Estuary Aboard Delta Discovery Voyage
We think the best way to develop wise users of our natural resources is through education. Every year, we reach more than
25,000 students through stimulating, age-appropriate and fun-filled educational experiences in the classroom, on a field trip—
and even on a boat.
For eight weeks starting in January, more than 4,000 students from across our
service area will climb aboard the 90-foot research vessel Robert G. Brownlee.
They’ll chart a course up the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta for a halfday adventure to learn about the primary source of their drinking water. The
ship is owned and operated by the Marine Science Institute of Redwood City.
Contra Costa Water District
sponsors the voyages along
with Central Contra Costa
Sanitary District, Delta
Diablo, Dean & Margaret
Lesher Foundation, Mt. View
Sanitary District, Golden
State Water Company and
Dow Chemical Company.
On the 3.5-hour voyage,
fifth-graders collect and
examine plankton and fish,
find invertebrates in the
bottom mud, run hydrology
tests, and observe Delta
ecology. The activities,
Students learn about the Delta aboard the
designed to support
RV Robert G. Brownlee.
classroom curriculum and
state standards, take an in-depth look at the Delta’s animal life, oxygen and
salt content, chemicals, currents and navigation. The hands-on experiments
provide a deeper understanding of hydrology, as well as the impacts of
pollution and invasive species.
The Delta Discovery Voyages for 2018 are booked. If you’re interested in
Contra Costa Water District’s education programs, tell your child’s school to
visit www.ccwater.com/education.

We invest in educating
local students about the

importance of protecting public
water supply because they are
the future. We offer:
• Classroom presentations
• Canal safety assemblies
• Water education assemblies
• Delta Discovery Voyages
• Los Vaqueros Watershed
field trips
• Water treatment plant tours
• Teacher trainings
Our education programs
emphasize:
• Protecting drinking water quality
• Understanding how water gets to
the tap
• Understanding the connection
between public health and
water quality
• Understanding the connection
between watershed protection
and water quality
• Understanding the importance of
efficient water use
To find out about these programs,
visit www.ccwater.com/education.
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