LET’S TALK WATER

Is your community group interested in learning more about its reliable public water system?
Perhaps you’d like to know more about steps we’ve taken to continuously deliver water
during the drought or how your water is treated to exceed all safety standards. Contra
Costa Water District welcomes the opportunity to join your community meeting to provide
information and engage in conversation. We can present during your virtual meeting, too!
Request a speaker at ccwater.com/speaker.

Don’t Miss a Drop! Want to find out about local water issues and upcoming events?
Like Contra Costa Water District on Facebook and follow @CCWD on Twitter.
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CONTRA COSTA CANAL: STAY OUT, STAY ALIVE
The 48-mile Contra Costa Canal is a tremendous asset to your community. Built when most of the area
was agricultural land, for over 80 years the canal has assured a year-round source of fresh water for
homes and businesses.
But this
community
mainstay is not
a safe place for
recreation. Its waters are
deep, its banks are slick,
and there are no lifeguards.
Each year, emergency responders
receive calls about people needing
rescue from the canal. Sometimes,
unfortunately, they’re called too late.
Please help us avoid future tragedies and tell
your family and friends that the canal is not a
shortcut or a play area. Do not fish in the canal or
climb its fences, not even to retrieve an item or pet. In
emergencies, always call 9-1-1 for assistance.
Staying safe is simple when you follow the signs along the canal:
NO SWIMMING – The water in the canal may look slow, but the
current is strong and tiring.
NO CLIMBING – The fence is there to protect you. The banks of the canal
are steep and slippery. If a person or pet enters the canal, do not enter. Call
9-1-1 immediately.
NO FISHING – Fishing in the canal is strictly prohibited for safety reasons. It is dangerous and you could be fined by one of our Canal
Patrol officers.
While the Contra Costa Canal still serves its intended purpose, it’s old and is in need of constant attention and maintenance. If you notice
an opening in the fence or other issue, please call the CCWD Canal Patrol at 925-688-8355.
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DROUGHT: CALL FOR VOLUNTARY CONSERVATION
Drought is a familiar condition
in California and Contra Costa
Water District customers are among
the best in the state when it comes to
responding to calls for conservation.
During the last drought, you exceeded conservation targets
and kept water in storage for local use throughout the year.
Since that time, you’ve made water efficiency a way of life, which
will help us endure droughts of the future.

VOLUNTARY 10%
WATER USE REDUCTION
The average
household uses
about 280 gallons
of water per day.
Trimming 10%
doesn’t take much!

Inspect and Adjust Sprinklers

Repairing broken, bent or
misaligned sprinklers eliminates
waste, runoff, and overspray onto
pavement and can save more than
30 gallons per watering day.

Set Lawn Mower Blades
to Three inches

Water stored in Contra Costa Water District’s Los Vaqueros Reservoir near
Brentwood is key to meeting customers’ needs throughout the drought.

Today, the state is in dire condition. Snowmelt that usually fills rivers and reservoirs
instead soaked into the parched earth. The federal Central Valley Project, which supplies
our water, won’t be able to deliver even half of our usual allocation.
In addition to our federal water supply, we’ll rely on local supplies and local storage
to provide the water you need when you need it. The investments you’ve made in Los
Vaqueros Reservoir paid off during the last
drought and will pay off again this time
around. We are, however, asking again for
your assistance in protecting our limited
WATER WASTE
local supplies.
PROHIBITIONS
Get the most out
of every drop
and avoid these
wasteful water
practices. These
prohibitions stayed in
place since the last drought, and we
appreciate you following each one.

Setting mower blades to three
inches encourages deeper roots
and can save 16–50 gallons per day.

• Outside watering between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Use Mulch

• Failing to repair a leak on the
customer’s property

Using two to three inches of mulch
in your landscape can save 20–30
gallons of water per 1,000 sq. ft.
each time you water.

Take Shorter Showers

Keeping showers under five
minutes can save 12 gallons per
shower when using a water efficient
showerhead.

Inspect and Repair
Toilet Leaks

Repairing a leaking toilet flapper can
save up to 100 gallons every day.

Rebates and Resources

Visit ccwater.com/conserve to
learn about programs that
make conservation simple and
within reach.

• Outside watering within 48
hours of rainfall

• Landscape watering resulting in
excessive runoff
• Washing a vehicle, trailer or
boat with a hose that is not
fitted with a shutoff nozzle
• Hosing down hard surfaces

HELP PREVENT
WASTE
We work around
the clock to repair
leaks and curb
water loss. If you
see water being
wasted, note the location and call
us at 925-688-8000 or send us an
email at ccwater.com/contact.

PREPARE FOR
FIRE SEASON
The exceptionally
dry conditions
have created a
recipe for disaster
this fire season.
Contra Costa Water District is
working with local fire departments
and PG&E to improve our region’s
ability to prevent and fight wildfire.
Here are some steps you can take:
• Develop or review a personal
emergency plan and build a kit.
(Include your pets!)
• Keep an emergency supply of
water. We recommend one gallon
per person per day for a minimum
three days.
• Keep your plants healthy and
remove overgrown or dead
vegetation.

STAY UP TO DATE

Visit ccwater.com/drought for
the latest drought and water
conservation updates.
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