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delivered by the District, the prevention of waste or unreasonable use, and compliance with District

rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the California Governor formally declared a condition of statewide drought
related emergency conditions on January 17, 2014, encouraging local water agencies to promote
water conservation, and on April 25, 2014, by Executive Order, Governor Brown announced that
he was strengthening the State’s ability to respond to ongoing drought conditions and directed the
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to notify urban water suppliers not already
implementing drought contingency plans to limit outdoor irrigation and other wasteful practices;

and

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2014, the SWRCB approved emergency regulations mandating
that residents and water suppliers take certain action relative to water use and use of potable water
for irrigation purposes and on March 17, 2015, the SWRCB, in light of California entering a fourth
year of extraordinary drought conditions, reauthorized the emergency regulations adopted in 2014,
and approved additional mandates requiring water suppliers and businesses to take certain further
actions relative to water use and use of potable water for irrigation purposes, including the
imposition of fines of up to $500 per day for each violation of the SWRCB emergency regulations,
and the imposition of fines of up to $10,000 per day against urban water suppliers found to be non-

comj ant with the SWRCB rules and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the SWRCB approved additional regulations on May 5, 2015 to implement
Executive Order B-29-15, which were revised on March 1, 2016 and which required the District
to achieve an overall 25% reduction in potable urban water usage for its retail customers as

compared to 2013 baseline usage; and

WHEREAS, the Governor formally declared on May 9, 2016, by Executive Order B-37-
16, that despite winter precipitation, a continued state of emergency exists due to water shortage
and drought conditions which may persist in some parts of the state into 2017 and beyond; and

directed the SWRCB to update temporary emergency water restrictions and transition to
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per unit of water used or applied in violation of or contrary to this ordinance, an amount to
be determined in the District’s sole discretion. Each and every day a violation of this exists
constitutes a separate and distinct offense for which an administrative fine and penalty may
be assessed. The District, in its sole discretion, may choose to provide a warning to alleged
violators prior to imposing administrative fines or penalties pursuant to this ordinance,
which warning shall not itself constitute a violation of the rules and regulations.
Administrative fines or penalties are to be imposed pursuant to the authority provided in
California Government Code section 53069.4, or such additional authority as may later be
approved by the Governor pursuant to the California Emergency Services Act or Executive

Order, or by action of the California Legislature.

Imposition of the administrative fines contained herein may be suspended by future action
of the Board of Directors enacted by either an ordinance or resolution. Following any such
suspension, imposition of the administrative fines may be reinstated in the same manner as

the suspension was enacted.

The purpose of the administrative fines and penalties assessed pursuant to this Ordinance
is to assure future compliance by customers through the imposition of increasingly
significant fines and penalties so as to create a meaningful disincentive to commit future

violations of the rules and regulations contained and referenced herein.

Violations of this ordinance, and the rules and regulations contained and referenced herein,
shall remain subject to administrative fines and penalties, until this ordinance has been
repealed. Violations pursuant to other District rules, regulations, or federal or state law
shall not be affected by this section and shall continue to be enforced pursuant to their
terms. The District reserves the right to pursue, in its sole discretion, any additional
remedies available to it by law, including criminal, civil and administrative remedies as

necessary.

Written applications for exceptions to, ot waivers from, any provision of this ordinance,

shall be submitted to the District, and may be granted in any case where the District









5.44

Chapter 5.44
WATER CONSERVATION

Sections:
5.44.010 Prevention of Waste.
5.44.020 Encouraged.
5.44.030 Conservation Program - Rules and Regulations

5.44.010 Prevention of Waste.

The District may find, at its sole reasonable discretion, that a customer is wasting District-furnished water,
which may include one or more of the following:

a) failingto repair a leak in the customer’s water system;

b) permitting excessive water run-off from the customer’s premises;

c) watering outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes excessive runoff such that water flows onto
adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots, or
structures;

d) watering of outdoor landscapes during and up to 48 hours after measurable rainfall;

e) watering outdoor landscapes between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.;

f) using of a hose to wash a motor vehicle, except where the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or
device attached to it that causes it to cease dispensing water when not in use;

g) washing driveways, sidewalks, parking areas, patios or other outdoor area, unless the failure to do so
would create a hazard to the health and safety of any individual or the public;

h) using potable water for non-recirculating fountains or other non-recirculating decorative water
features;

i) irrigating ornamental turf in public street medians with potable water;

j) irrigating landscapes outside of newly constructed homes and buildings in a manner inconsistent
with regulations or other requirements established by the California Building Standards Commission
and the Department of Housing and Community Development;

k) or otherwise failing to put water received from the District to reasonable and beneficial use.

The General Manager of the District is authorized, without further action of the Board, to supplement the
water use prohibitions detailed in Section 5.44.010, or to suspend enforcement of any prohibition, depending
on existing water supply conditions or actions of the Governor, State Water Resources Control Board, or as
may be necessary to prevent the waste or unreasonable use of District water supplies.

Violation of any of the aforementioned prohibitions shall be subject to punishment by an administrative
fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for a first offense, and five hundred dollars ($500.00)
for a second offense; each administrative fine to be accompanied by an additional penalty of up to $10.00 per
unit of water used or applied, in an amount to be determined in the District’s sole discretion. Each and every
day such a violation exists, constitutes a separate and distinct offense for which an administrative fine and
penalty may be assessed. The District, in its sole discretion, may choose to provide a warning to alleged
violators requesting that they immediately cease the waste prior to imposing administrative fines or
penalties, which warning shall not in itself constitute a violation of the rules and regulations.

Imposition of administrative fines may be suspended by the Board of Directors by ordinance or resolution
and subsequently reinstated in the same manner as the suspension was enacted.

If the customer fails to take prompt, reasonable action to stop the waste, the District may at its discretion
suspend delivery of water to the customer or install a device to restrict the flow of water to the customer until
the District determines, at its sole reasonable discretion, that there will be no further waste of water by the
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customer. District determinations made pursuant to this section may be appealed in writing to the District’s
General Manager or his designee, whose decision shall be final and binding.

Written applications for exceptions to, or waivers from, the aforementioned prohibitions shall be
submitted to the District and may be granted in any case where the District determines, in its sole reasonable
discretion, that the applicable restriction or prohibition would cause undue hardship, including but not
limited to, adverse economic impacts (such as loss of production or jobs) or would prevent compliance with a
term or condition within a permit issued by a state or federal agency. Denial of an application for exception or
waiver may be appealed in writing to the District’s General Manager or his designee, whose decision shall be
final and binding. (Res. 90-84 Exh. A (part): Reg. 11(A))

5.44.020 Encouraged.
The District encourages the installation of water-conserving landscaping and water-saving devices in
plumbing and water-using appliances. (Res. 90-84 Exh. A (part): Reg. 11(B))

5.44.030 Conservation Program - Rules and Regulations

A. Purpose and intent - The purpose of this program is to conserve the water supply of the Contra Costa
Water District (District) for the greatest public benefit with particular regard to public health, fire protection,
industrial and domestic use, to conserve water by reducing waste, to maintain water use at or below
historical levels to ensure that the available supply is sufficient to meet the water needs of the District’s
customers, and to ensure that water supplies are sufficient in the event of conditions that restrict the
District’s available water supply.

B. Effective Period - These Regulations shall remain in effect until such date that they are amended,
terminated, or superseded by action of the Board of Directors.

C. Allocation of Untreated Water - To ensure that the available supply is sufficient to meet domestic,
municipal, and industrial water needs of the District’s customers, each user of untreated water furnished by
the District is strongly urged to not exceed their historical use. A customer’s historical use is based on the
quantity of water furnished by the District and used during the corresponding period in 2013.

D. Allocation of Treated Water - To ensure that the available supply is sufficient to meet domestic,
municipal, and industrial water needs of the District’s customers, each user of treated water furnished by
CCWD is strongly urged to not exceed their historical use. A customer’s historical use is based on the quantity
of water furnished by the District and used during the corresponding period in 2013.

E. Exceptions and Waivers - Written applications for exceptions to, or waivers from, any provision of the
Conservation Program Rules and Regulations shall be granted in any case where the District determines, at its
sole reasonable discretion, that the water budget, restriction, or prohibition may create a hazard to the health
and safety of any individual or the public, or would cause undue hardship, including but not limited to,
adverse economic impacts such as loss of production or jobs. Denial of an application may be appealed in
writing to the District’s General Manager or his designee, whose decision shall be final and binding.

Any customer whose account does not have consumption history for all, or any portion, of the base
period (2013) used under these Conservation Rules and Regulations to establish the basis for their historical
use, may apply for an exception so that an adjusted water budget may be established. Exceptions become
effective on the date of approval and are not applied retroactively.

F. If any provision of the Conservation Program Rules and Regulations, or any part thereof, is for any
reason held to be ultra vires, invalid, unenforceable, or unconstitutional, the remaining provisions shall not
be affected, but shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of these Conservation Rules
and Regulations are severable. (Res. 19-001 Exh. A (part); Ordinance 16-01)
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